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ELEPHANT MURDERED
ARRESTED

olice officials detained ~five
suspects in nikaweratiya over the
Kkilling of a tusker known as ‘Dala
Pattuwa’ yesterday (1).

Law and Order Minister Sagala
Ratnayaka has directed Acting IGP C.D.
Wickremaratne to place the investigations

CABRAAL:

into the killings of *Dala Puttuwa’ and other
tuskers under the Criminal Investigations
Department (CID).

The tusker, commonly known as
‘Galgamuwe Dala Puttuwa’ was reported
missing for around two months. Wildlife
officials _on Wednesday, November 29,

“BLATANT

UNTRUTH” BY PM ON
BOND ISSUES

“Cabraal made submissions to Col”

Finance Minister to conduct a detailed

ovemor Ajith Nivard Cabraal
(2006201 “blatant
b, untruth’ the claim made by Prime

® Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
there was corruption in the issuance
of bonds during the tenure of the previous
overnment. Mr Cabraal was governor
m July 2006 until his resignation on the
8t of January 2015, following President
Sirisena’s victory at the Presidential poll.
Governor Cabraal maintained that this
blatant untruth was initiated by the Prime
Minister in the aftermath of the issuance
of a 30-year bond in which the advertised
ount of Rs 1 Billion was exceeded by
t times (an amount of Rs 10 billion was
taken up instead)
‘It was said Cabraal, “probably to
defiect public attention from that scam
that was hitting the headlines. That
highly irresponsible allegation was
obviously made to implicate the former
administration, and thereafier, the Auditor
General was also requested by the then

into all the Treasury bond
issues during my time.

In response, the Auditor General reported
that there were no improper issues during
my time, which report caused much
heartburn to the best Finance Minister in
Asia, who had been attacking the Auditor
General, ever since.

‘ou may also remember that recently,
when a UNP MP demanded that I be
summoned by the Presidential Bond
Commission, 1 immediately issued a
statement that I would be happy to give
evidence before the Commission.

In fact, I wrote to the Commission
clarifying certain matters which arose
during the Commission sittings, while
also informing them that I would be very
happy to answer any question that the
Commission may have at any time. In
response, the Commission asked me to
send my submissions in writing, and I did

which proved o be
of the tusker, following the autopsy done
Thursday (30)

Ancther tusker was also killed in the
Thabbowa forest recently.

In a scparate incident, a baby elephant
tethered to a tree was also found by

the PGIILE
Katar:

Mn\ls(cr Ralna\ aka ordered the Acting IGP
to launcl

in the Katagamuwa area,

Law and Order Minister I must state that
we will take stern action against everyone
responsible for this crime. We want to

into all these incidents and ascertain
hether an organised criminal network

was behind the chain of events.

“We condemn these heinous acts as the

conduct these i efficiently and
impartially - which is why we entrusted the
CID with this task,” the Minister explained.
The majestic beast was laid to rest Thursday
(30), following due rituals.

Killer of President's brother sentenced to
18 years of rigorous imprisonment

he court has sentenced the
accused in the murder of
President's brother in 2015 to 18

years of rigorous imprisonment.
Polonnaruwa High Court Judge Nimal
Ranaweera sentenced the accused for
Cilling President Maithripala Sirisena's
brother,  Pallewatte  Gamaralalage
briyantha Sirisena for 18 years rigorous
mprisonment.
The judge also ordered the accused
faputhanthrige Don Ishan Lakmal, a

resident of Hathara Ela in New Town,
Polonnaruwa to pay Rs. 1 million as
compensation to the family of Priyantha
Sirisena and a ﬁm. of Rs. 20,000.

s to pay compensation,
he will be sentenced to another two years
of rigorous imprisonment and six months
in prison if he does not pay the fine.

The Attorney General had filed the case
against the accused for attacking Priyantha
Sirisena with an axe on 26th March, 2015
resulting in his death.

The accused had attacked Priyantha,
42, with an axe on the back of his head.
Priyantha Sirisena succumbed to ~his
injuries a day later while being treated at
the intensive care unit at Colombo National
Hospital.

The accused later surrendered to_ the
police. On interrogation by the police
suspect has said that he was angry at Mr.
Priyantha Sirisena for yelling at his parents
using foul language.
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